“Acquired in the fall of 2015, the Macropod Imaging
System gives the collection a new way to present its hold-
ings to the public. The system acts like a microscope, but it
has a camera instead of a magnification lens. The lens
points down at the specimen. Photographs of three-dimen-
sional specimens are taken using auto-stacking, a tech-
nique in which pictures are snapped at intervals as the lens
inches closer to the specimen. Once completed, the comput-
er stacks and combines them to create a detailed photo-
graph with a greater depth of field. One undergraduate who
works in the CUIC will be graduating in May 2016 with
five publications. He used the Macropod Imaging System to
illustrate specimens in all of his papers. The imaging
system is also used to take photographs of slide collections.
This allows researchers around the world to view the CUIC
and collaborate with the university.”

-Dr. Jason Dombroskie - Cornell University



